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Upon which, accordingly, we must try our utmost to leave some not untrue notion in this place : and that once done— Courage, reader!
Friedrich is visible, in Holland, to the naked Eye, for some Minutes (June 23d, 1755)
In 1755 it was that Voltaire wrote, not the first Letter, but the first very notable one, to his Royal Friend, after their great quarrel: 1 seductively repentant, and oh, so true, so tender;—Royal Friend still obstinate, who answers nothing, or answers only through De Prades: ' Yes, yes, we are aware !' And it was in the same Year that Friedrich first saw D'Alembertj—Voltaire's successor, in a sense. And farther on (1st November 1755), that the Earthquake of Lisbon went, horribly crashing, through the thoughts of all mortals,—thoughts of King Friedrich, among others; whose reflections on it, I apprehend, are stingy, snarlingly contemptuous, rather than valiant and pious, and need not detain us here. One thing only we will mention, for an accidental reason: That Friedrich, this Year, made a short run to Holland,—and that actual momentary sight of him happens thereby to be still possible.
In Summer 1766, after the West-Country Reviews, and a short Journey into Ost-Friesiand, whence to Wesel on the Rhine,—whither Friedrich had invited D'Alembert to meet him, whom he finds 'tin trfa-aimable gargon,' likely for the task in hand,—Friedrich decided on a run into Holland : strictly incognito, accompanied only by Balbi (Engineer, a Genoese) and one page. Bade his D'Alembert adieu; and left Wesel thitherward June 19th.a At Amsterdam he viewed the Bramkamp Picture-Gallery, the illustrious Countryhouse of Jew Pinto at Tulpenburg (Tulip-Borough!) * * ' I saw nothing but whim-whams (coltfichets).